The nucleolar organizer regions associated protein (Ag-NORs) in salivary gland tumors.
A silver colloid technique used to identify nucleolar organizer regions associated protein (Ag-NORs) has been applied to 20 salivary gland tumors. The method was readily applicable to the preparations of paraffin-embedded sections and the Ag-NORs were enumerated with ease. A significant difference was found between the numbers of Ag-NORs in the nuclei of malignant salivary gland tumors, such as adenoid cystic carcinoma, mucoepidermoid tumor and adenocarcinoma (with a mean of from 2.05 to 2.78 per nucleus) and those of benign salivary gland, such as pleomorphic adenoma, adenolymphoma (Wartin tumor) and clear cell adenoma (with a mean of from 1.47 to 1.72 per nucleus). It is proposed that the Ag-NORs technique, which is rapid, simple, and inexpensive, may be useful in the differential diagnosis of malignant and benign salivary gland tumors.